


 
Subject Code ELC1004 
Level 1 
Contact Hours Sem: 42 
Student Effort 
Hours 

120 

ENGLISH FOR UNIVERSITY STUDIES I 
 

Assessment 
Method 

Coursework 100% 
 

Subject Aim:  
 

Credit Value 3 This subject is intended to: 
 

Pre-requisites Nil 
Co-requisites Nil 



Assessment strategy (assessment of student performance resulting from learning  tasks): 
 
Continuous Assessment:   100% 
 
Reading List: 
 
Reading List 
 
1. Boyle, J. & Boyle, L. (1998). Common Spoken English Errors in Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Longman. 
 
2. Brannan, B. (2003). A writer’s workshop: crafting paragraphs, building essays. Boston, Mass.: McGraw-

Hill. 
 
3. Collins COBUILD English dictionary for advanced learners. (2001). Glasgow: Collins. 
 
4. Eastwood, J. (1999). Oxford practice grammar. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
5. Hancock, M. (2003). English pronunciation in use. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
6. Jay, A. and Jay, R. (2000). Effective presentation. London: Prentice Hall. 
 
7. Jordan, R. (1999). Academic writing course. Harlow: Longman. 
 
8. McCarthy, M. and O’Dell, F. (2001). English vocabulary in use: upper-intermediate. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 
 
9. Oshima, A. and Hogue, A. (1991). Writing academic English. New York: Longman. 
 
10. Redman, S. (2003). English vocabulary in use: pre-intermediate and intermediate. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Subject Code ELC1005 
Level 1 
Contact Hours Sem: 42 
Student Effort 
Hours 

120 

ENGLISH FOR UNIVERSITY STUDIES II 
 

Assessment 
Method 

Coursework 100% 
 

Subject Aim:  
 

Credit Value 3 This subject is intended to: 
 

Pre-requisites Nil 
Co-requisites Nil 
Exclusions Nil 
Subject Leader/ 
Lecturer/Dept. 

      (ELC) 

1. This subject aims to further develop those English language skills 
required of students to communicate effectively in academic 
contexts. The subject is designed to enhance the written and 
spoken communication skills that students will need to function 
effectively in their university studies. These skills will also be 
beneficial to their future employment in any organization where 
internal and/or external oral communication is conducted in 
English. 

Learning Outcomes: 
 
Students will demonstrate their ability to:- 
 
1. participate effectively in formal and informal and informal discussions 
2. refer to sources in academic essays 
3. plan, write and revise argumentative essays 
 
Brief  Syllabus Content: 
 
This syllabus is indicative. The balance of the components, and the weighting accorded to each, will be based on 
the specific needs of the students. 
 
1. Spoken communication 
 Enhancing and practising the specific oral and aural skills required to participate effectively informal 

interactions involving such activities as seminar discussions and debates, as well as in a variety of informal 
contexts. 

 
2. Written communication 
 Describing and interpreting data ; understanding common organisational patterns of academic essays ; 

enhancing referencing skills ; improving coherence and cohesion in writing ; reinforcing revision and 
proofreading skills ; achieving appropriate tone and style in academic writing. 

 
3. Reading and listing 
 Understanding the content and structure of information delivered both orally and in print form ; reading and 

listsening for different purposes. 
 
4. Language development 
 Developing relevant grammar, vocabuilary and pronunciation skills. 
 
 
Learning and Teaching Approach (tasks and activities designed to achieve learning outcomes): 
 
The study method is primarily seminar-based. Seminar activities will include discussions, role-plays and 
individual and group activities. Use will be made of information technology where appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching activities:  Lecture (LT)/Tutorial (TU)/Seminar (SM)/Drawing (DW)/Laboratory or Practical (LB)/ 
 Studio (ST)/Workshop (WS)/Project (PJ)/Field Study (FS)/Guided Study (GS)/Visit (VS) 

 



 
Assessment strategy (assessment of student performance resulting from learning  tasks): 
 
Continuous Assessment:   100% 
 
Reading List: 
 
Reading List 
 
1. Carter, R., Hughes, R. and McCarthy, M. (2000). Exploring grammar in context: upper-intermediate and 

advanced. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
2. Collins COBUILD English dictionary for advanced learners. (2001). Glasgow: Collins. 
 
3. Madden, C. G. and Rohlck, T.N. (1997). Discussion and interaction in the academic community. Ann 

Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. 
 
4. McCarthy, M. and O’Dell, F. (2001). English vocabulary in use: upper-intermediate. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 
 
5. McCarthy, M. and O’Dell, F. (2002). English vocabulary in use: advanced. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 
 
6. Oshima, A. and Houge, A. (1991). Writing academic English. New York: Longman. 
 
7. Oshima, A. and Houge, A. (1997). Introduction to academic writing. New York: Longman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Subject Code GEC230 
Level 2 
Contact Hours Lect:28 Tut:14 
Student Effort 
Hours 

120 

ECOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES - THE CHALLENGE OF 
OUR TIMES 
從生態的視角看時代的挑戰 
 

Assessment 
Method 

Coursework 100% 
 

Subject Aim:  
 

Credit Value 3 This subject is intended to: 
 

Pre-requisites Nil 
Co-requisites Nil 
Exclusions Nil 
Subject Leader/ 
Lecturer/Dept. 

      (GEC) 

1. Scientists point out that as a global civilization, we are living in a 
most peculiar point of time in history, we either change our 
behavior or there will be no future history! The major goal of this 
subject is to empower the student, regardless of their future 
career path, to take on the challenge of our times, to roll up their 
sleeves and participate in helping to turn this around, to do what 
the poet Gary Snyder calls “the real work”, to try and answer the 
question: “What is sustainable living?” 

Learning Outcomes: 
 
Students will demonstrate their ability to:- 
 
This subject will introduce the student to the reality of the natural world of which they are an intimate reflection. 
On successful completion of this subject, students are expected to: 
 
1. understand and apply science as a way thinking; 
2. exhibit systems thinking; 
3. have a basic understanding of the origins of the Earth and its particular role in our solar system as the cradle 

of life; 
4. understand the processes of evolution and mass extinction in shaping life on Earth; 
5. understand the natures of ecosystem, biome, and biodiversity; 
6. understand the natural history of the human species; 
7. understand in broad terms the historical trends of collective human behaviour; 
8. appreciate the peculiar point of time we live in and its fundamental challenge; and 
9. understand different ecological perspectives, in particular as analyzed from the point-of-view of science, 

and what they have to offer in terms of insight and solution. 
 
Brief  Syllabus Content: 
 
1. Introduction 
 
2. The Scientific Method 

• Empiricism 
• Theory 
• Dialogue 

 
3. The Natural History of Planet Earth 

• Geo-history, Evolution, and Mass Extinctions 
• Evolution by Natural Selection 
• Hydrological and Mineral Cycles 
• Ecosystems and Their Dynamics 
• Biomes and Biodiversity 

 
4. The  ABC’s of Human Impact 

• Human Evolution: Challenge, Change, and Migration 
• Ecological Footprint 

Teaching activities:  Lecture (LT)/Tutorial (TU)/Seminar (SM)/Drawing (DW)/Laboratory or Practical (LB)/ 
 Studio (ST)/Workshop (WS)/Project (PJ)/Field Study (FS)/Guided Study (GS)/Visit (VS) 

 



 
Brief Syllabus Content (Cont’d) 
 
5. The Problem of Human Population 

• Limits and Taboos 
• History of Dealing with the Problem 
• Malthus and His Legacy 
• Optimism 
• Exponential Growth 
• Systems Thinking 
• Life on Earth Reviewed  
• Hubbert’s Pimple 

 
6. The Search for Solutions 

• Nuclear Power 
• Carrying Capacity 
• The Unmanaged Commons; The Double C-Double P Game 
• Deep Ecology 

 
Learning and Teaching Approach (tasks and activities designed to achieve learning outcomes): 
 
The analytic procedure of the scientific method will be emphasized. It will be demonstrated throughout as the 
means by which we can come to know so much about ourselves and the world around us. In the modern age, it 
is also the driving function of the technology that is being used to damage our all too vulnerable world. By 
virtually any meaningful measure, our current civilization is not sustainable. How can we do better? This 
subject looks in detail into what science can tell us about our behavior and its affect on the biosphere. Along the 
way, it examines many different perspectives in the light of scientific understanding. This is done through both 
participatory lectures, based upon pre-assigned readings as well as highly interactive tutorials. Emphasis will be 
placed on the student developing a greater sense of community with nature. Throughout the semester, students 
will participate in exercises that not only teach ecology but learning-to-learn so as to better prepare themselves 
for success in the university and after graduation. 
 
Tutorials are devoted to a series of computer-based ecosystem models culminating in the student developing an 
intuitive understanding of system dynamics in general, not just limited to ecosystems. The following is an 
indicative breakdown: 
 
1. Introduction to Ecosystems 
2. Ecosystems Modeling 
3. Computer Simulations 
4. Model AUTOCYCL 
5. Model SLOREN 
6. Model INTERACT 
7. Model COOP 
 
Assessment strategy (assessment of student performance resulting from learning  tasks): 
 
Tutorial Performance:  35% 
Participation:   25% 
Mid-term Quizzes:  40% 
Total    100% 
 
Reading List: 
 
Essential Reading 
 
HARDIN, Garrett (1993). Living Within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 
 
 
 
 



 
Reading List: (Cont’d) 
 
Reference List 
 
1. AXELROD, Robert. (1984). The Evolution of Cooperation. New York: BasicBooks. 
 
2. AUTHOR. (2000). Agenda 047 (II) Sustainability … A Community Dialog Hong Kong: Friends of the 

Earth. 
3. BADINER, Allan Hunt (Ed.) Dharma Gaia: A Harvest of Essays in Buddhism and Ecology. Berkeley, CA: 

Parallax Press. 
 
4. BOYDEN, Steven Vickers. (1992). Biohistory: The Interplay Between Human Society and the Biosphere. 

Paris: UNESCO; Parthenon Publishing Group. 
 
5. BOYDEN, Steven Vickers, et al. (1981). The Ecology of a City and Its People: The Case of Hong Kong. 

Canberra, Australia: Australian National University Press. 
 
6. CARSON, Rachel. (1962). Silent Spring. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 
 
7. COX, C. Barry and Peter D. MOORE. (1980, 3rd ed.). Biogeography: An Ecological and Evolutionary 

Approach. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 
 
8. DEVALL, Bill and George SESSIONS. (1985). Deep Ecology: Living as if Nature Mattered. Salt Lake 

City: Pereegrine Smith. 
 
9. KUTTER, G. Siegried. (1987). The Universe and LifeL Origins and Evolution. Boston: Jones and Barlett 

Publishers, Inc. 
 
10. LEOPOLD, Aldo (1949). A Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There. New York: Oxford 

University Press. 
 
11. GILLMAN, Michael and Rosemary HAILS. (1997). An Introduction to Ecological Modeling: Putting 

Theory into Practice. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 
 
12. MEADOWS, Donella, Jorgen, RANDERS, and Dennis L. MEADOWS. (2004). Limits to Growth: The 30-

Year Update. White River Jct., VT: Chelsea Green Publishing Company. 
 
13. MILLER, Jr. G. Tyler. (1994). Living in the Environment: Principles, Connections, and Solutions. 

Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Co. 
 
14. ODUM, Howard T. and Elisabeth C. ODUM. Modeling for all Scales: An Introduction to System 

Simulation. San Diego: Academic Press. 
 
15. SCHUMACHER, E.F. (1973). Small is Beautiful: Economics as if People Mattered. New York: Harper & 

Row, Publishers. 
 
16. SEED, John, Joanna MACY, Pat FLEMING, and Arne NAESS. (1988). Thinking Like a Mountain: 

Towards a Council of All Beings. Philadelphia, PA: New Society Publishers. 
 
17. SNYDER, Gary. (1969). Earth House Hold: Technical Notes & Queries To Fellow Dharma 

Revolutionaries. New York: New Directions Puhlishing Corporation. 
 
18. WENKE, Robert J. (1999). Patterns in Prehistory: Humankind’s First Three Million Years. New York: 

Oxford University Press. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Subject Code ITC1002 
Level 1 
Contact Hours Lect:14  

Studio Work & 
Workshop: 28 

Student Effort 
Hours 

120 

DESIGN AND SOCIETY 
 

Assessment 
Method 

Coursework 100% 
 

Subject Aim:  
 

Credit Value 3 This subject is intended to: 
 

Pre-requisites Nil 
Co-requisites Nil 
Exclusions Nil 
Subject Leader/ 
Lecturer/Dept. 

      (ITC) 

1. This subject is suitable for all students as an introductory subject 
for a holistic understanding of the roles and functions of design, 
and how design shapes the way we live and functions in our daily 
life. 

Learning Outcomes: 
 
Students will demonstrate their ability to:- 
 
On successful completion of this subject, students are expected to be able to use the language and study skills 
needed to: 
1. acquire a holistic views of the roles and functions of design; 
2. identify needs, wants and opportunities for improving the quality of living; 
3. develop design responses against the changes needs of the society; and 
4. become discriminative, informed and creative in interpreting societal phenomena; 
5. become independent thinkers and innovative problem-solvers; 
6. apply the knowledge learnt in new situations. 
Brief  Syllabus Content: 
 
1. Supply, Demand, and Design (1700-1865) 
 Demand and production ; entrepreneurial efforts in Britain and elsewhere ; growing pains : expanding 

industry in the early Nineteenth century ; design, society, and standards. 
 
2. Arts, Crafts, and Machines (1866-1914) 
 The equality of the arts ; the joy of work ; mechanization and industry. 
 
3. After the World War I (1918-1944) : Moderne, Industry, and Utopias 
 Paris and Art Moderne before and after World War I ; the ‘First Machine Age’ in Europe ; art, design, and 

industry in the United States ; humanism and luxury : international Modernism and mass culture after World 
War II, 1945-1960 ; international Modernism : from theory to practice ; design and mass appeal : a culture 
of consumption. 

 
4. Progress, Protest, and Pluralism 1960-2000 
 New materials, new products ; dimensions of mass culture ; politics, pluralism, and Postmodernism ; design 

in context : an act of balance. 
Learning and Teaching Approach (tasks and activities designed to achieve learning outcomes): 
 
The subject comprises of lectures and tutorials. Lectures and tutorials are used to impart knowledge of design in 
society, Exercises will largely be problem based where students will be given a scenario as a background on 
which to focus the various topics of the subject. Topics for discussion will direct students’ attention to a variety 
of reference materials. Critical analysis of existing examples of designs in society and how they shape and 
influence our modern living will be included. This will be followed by group discussions and practical work, in 
which the students will suggest solutions to the problems and have their opinions shared, with staff providing 
guideline and opinions. Other activities will involve brainstorming, group discussions, debates, presentation and 
a certain degree of practical work. The assignments and guided reading are to complement the content being 
taught. 
 
Teaching activities:  Lecture (LT)/Tutorial (TU)/Seminar (SM)/Drawing (DW)/Laboratory or Practical (LB)/ 
 Studio (ST)/Workshop (WS)/Project (PJ)/Field Study (FS)/Guided Study (GS)/Visit (VS) 

 



 
Assessment strategy (assessment of student performance resulting from learning  tasks): 
 
Continuous Assessment:   100% 
 
The continuous assessment comprises of assignments and student presentations. The assignments are used to 
assist the students to reflect and review on their progress and as well as to assess the knowledge acquired by the 
students and their ability to apply and extend such knowledge. 
 
Reading List: 
 
1. Liddament, T. (1991). Design in Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
2. Gorb, P. (ed.). (1978). Living by Design / the partners of Pentagram, Theo Crosby … [et al.] London: L. 

Humphries; New York: Whitney Library of Design. 
 
3. (1984). Design for Living. London: Goldcrest Multimedia Television Ltd. 
 
4. Sparke, P. (1998). A Century of Design: Design Pioneers of the 20th Century. London: Mitchell Beazley. 
 
5. Fiell, C. (1999). Design of the 20th Century. Koln; New York: Taschen. 
 
6. Thiel, P. (1981). Visual Awareness and Design: An Introductory Program in Conceptual Awareness, 

Perceptual Sensitivity, and Basic Design Skills. Seattle: University of Washington Press. 
 
7. Holland, D.K. (ed.). (2001). Design Issues: How Graphic Design Informs Society, New York, N.Y.: 

Allworth Press. 
 
8. Hanks, D.A. (2000). Design for Living: furniture and lighting 1950-2000: The Liliane and David M. 

Stewart Collection, David A. Hanks and Anne Hoy; edited by Martin Eidelberg. Paris; New York: 
Flammarion. 

 
9. Balcioglu, T. (ed.).(1988). The Role of Product Design in Post-industrial Society, Ankara: Middle East 

Technical  University, Faculty of Architecture Press; Rochester, Kent: Kent Institute of Art & Design. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




